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WAKEFIELD GIVES A WAKE UP CALL TO HOLDEN HEROES

Wakefield Park was the venue for the third round of the Yokohoma
Australian V8 Ute Series but the pre-race excitment pretty well
ended with the sunrise as the new BF Falcon's continued on their
winning way.

Despite the best effort of Holden star Gary "Chuckie" Baxter (who
incidentally has the Holden lion logo tattooed on to his left buttock
in a magnificent show of loyalty from a young age) to stem the Ford
flow the new BF has too much torque right now and whilst the SAGE
Team and their Holden counterparts wait for a parity adjustment
from the top.

Until then, here's Gary's brave take on this tale of red army woe...

FRIDAY PRACTICE

The weather for practice was cool. The car felt nicely balanced and
it appeared to have good power with the new fuel and the cold air.
We were the fastest Holden every session with 3rd, 2nd and 4th
overall. The Ford utes appear to be fast here.

QUALIFYING

We set the car up for early fast laps as we always do. The organizers
decided to send the cars out in practice order which is a good idea
except that due to the circuit being so short the cars were still
coming onto the track as we came around for our fast lap. On my
fastest lap | still had to pass other cars. Ninth was the best we could
achieve.
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RACE 1

This is a race | would like to forget. At the start the starter held up
a sign that | couldn't read and while | was concentrating on the sign
the red lights went out leaving me not ready at all. | lost about 4
spots and now out of the top 10. It is essential that we finish in the
top 10. | was back to 11 only to get caught behind 2 cars coming
together and to miss them | had to back off and lost another 3 spots.
With the race shortened to 6 laps down from 11 and 3 of these
behind the safety car it left me with no time to make up any positions.
| finished 13th.

RACE 2

Due to the disastrous start and result from race 1, | had to start
race 2 from 13th position. | kept with my goal of trying to finish all

3 races here as to date | havenOt been able to achieve that. | got a
great start and made a couple of places.

This circuit is so hard to pass on and with the new Fords so dominant
it certainly was a challenge. With the race being 11 laps it at least
gave me some time to get through. | managed to get up 8th position
by the end with the car all in one piece.

RACE 3

The combined results from Race 1 and 2 had us starting from
Eleventh position on the grid. Race 3 was a 13 lap event, almost an
enduro for us. Once again | managed a good start and gained two
positions on the first lap.

The race was hard fought for the whole event with lots of paint and
ute pieces spread across most corners.

I managed to stay out of trouble and again brought the car home in
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