oomarion

Innovative Automation Solutions

Vg /!// g

WAKEFIELD PARK

J

(AUST) PIL

THE LEADERS IN
AUTOMOTIVE LPG, CNG & LNG EQUIPMENT

WWWw. sprlntgas -com. This is the track | dred the most, | have
never had any luck here, | have been
ran into everytime and its so tight its
impossible to pass and with the reverse
grid there is normally lots of carnage.

In practice we were quite fast, top three most
of the time. That was pleasing as | was
spending my time concentrating on each
corner rather just a fast lap. Its not a track
that particularly rewards a fast driver. We
made a few changes through the day and when
John Keen arrived on Friday night he changed
them all back.

Qualifying was a half hour session. Given that
the tyres only last about three laps before
they overheat it certainly was a long session.
I went out fairly hard and was third fastest by
lap three. The forth lap was a fraction slower
so | pulled into the pits and sat out for the
rest of the session to save the tyres for the
races. Our competition stayed out for the
whole session, burning up their tyres, |
couldn’t work that out and no-one went any
faster.
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I would start from position three. Before the
race started we took out our shiny new tail
lights and replaced them with some broken
ones, it proved to be a good idea in race two.
It was single file for a couple of laps till | ran
wide coming onto the back straight. There is
a trick coming around that corner if you can
get the car to ride the top of the curb the
whole way around the corner you can pick up
an extra 5kph down the back straight. If you
are 50mm out it throws you wide and off the
track. Well | was 50mm out. While | had two
wheels on the grass and trying to get back
Grant Johnson snuck past. Frustrated by this
| set out hard and concentrated on what | had
been practicing. | caught Johnson in one lap,
who was also now on the back of Kim Jane.
They came together at the end of the straight
and | took the inside line and regained my
position in third. The order remained that way
till the end.

On my fast lap to catch Johnson | managed to
break the lap record by 0.3 of a second.

Doesn’t sound much | know but given that the
top 20 cars were separated by only one second
I was quite happy.




RACE 2

The reverse grid race and | would be out of fourteenth.
| got a really good start but with the slower cars in front
had nowhere to go. | had slowly worked my way up to
about seventh when, whilst being held up behind slower
cars, Grant Johnson, trying to do who knows what,
slammed into the side of me spinning me around. Kim
Jane then hit him into me again, which straightened the
car and | was able to continue. As | flew down the straight
| was concerned about what maybe broken, bent or flat.

Other than the steering wheel being a little crooked the

car felt okay. | passed back, re-took a couple of cars
that had passed me in the incident and finished tenth.
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RACE 3

I was away from fifth spot. This race was quite uneventful JPRACONTROLS
until | had worked my way to third when the engine 4 HOTATION ST onsTRL owRors
started to miss. It was slowly getting worst and | was

counting down the laps. | held on to third for the race
and that gave us third overall for the meeting.
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The winner of the round was told at the podium that he
maybe in trouble with the stewards for a driving
infringement and was later disqualified moving us up to

second. That was a surprising result given my past
results here.

So overall, second for the meeting and a lap record,
| was happy with that.
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