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OrRAN PARK

The V8 Ute series is strictly business - show business!
SAGE racing is now fourth in the national championship and Chuckie
and the boys are ready to race at Wakefield Park May 26th, 2006.

ThereOs no doubt about it, Oran Park has always been our bogey
track, but rather than focus on what it could do potentially do to our
confidence and our spares inventory we knuckled down to try and
turn the tables. As fate would have it, we did just that, and romped
into the weekend with renewed enthusiasm and vigour. With the
Championship itself in spectacular form and the amount of
competitive cars growing by the hour, we knew we'd need to really
pull out all the stops for a big result at 'the Park'.

Look out boys and girls; Sage Racing is on a mission!

FROM THE DRIVERS SEAT WITH GARY

Our Hot laps went to the ever enthusiastic Barry Woodham from
TAD and lan Patterson from Bluescope Steel on the Friday night,
which gave me my first look at the track. | think the fellaOs enjoyed
the laps and | was very happy with how the car felt.

PRACTICE 1 | settled in very quickly as this is one of our trackskill
circuits. | went straight to second fastest on the times knowing |
still had a little up my sleeve.

PRACTICE 2 Still with old tyres on the car we cruised to 2nd fastest
again with a different person in first. That also is a good sign. The
car still felt great.

Q1

As we always do we set the car up for only one fast lap. | waited to
be last out. Did one warm up lap and then into it. The lap was ok
but | felt the tyres weren't quite up to the best temperature. | went
for it on the next lap and that was better so much in fact | caught
the car in front way to quickly, so | had to back out. The tyres were
now past their best but | had to keep trying as we were only 8th at
that stage. Another fast one didn't move us any closer to the front.
| had to come in and let the tyre pressures down as they would be
too high by now. | shot out and managed to move up to 3rd fastest.
| was quite happy with that and went back to the pits to save the
tyres.

RACE 1

| started from 3rd spot on the grid but with 2nd spot empty as
Damien White couldn®t start his car in time for the race. Grant
Johnson made a fairly average start from 1 and although | managed
to get up the side of him | was unable to capitalize and had to tuck
in behind. Exiting turn 3 | looked in the mirror to see a car completely
sideways and a pile up behind him. | followed Grant onto the straight
with no sight of anyone behind us. We were about 200 metres ahead
of the rest of the field before the safety car signs came out. The
field bunched up and the crashed cars cleared. After 3 laps behind
the safety car the race restarted. Grant and | pulled a 2 second gap
on the rest of the field fairly quickly and stayed that way till the end.
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