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CHUCKIE CHARGES FROM CONCRETE JUNGLE TO EASTERN CREBH#t first, letOs take a look back at ChuckieOs take on the Lexmark
weekend, and then cast our minds forward to the big banger last go
around at a place not for the meek B SydneyOs Eastern Creek.
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Having somehow survived the perils of a weekend at the Oconcrete

jungleO (aka the Lexmark Indy 300) Gary Baxter and the Sage Racing

Team now have one last shot at points for the Yokohoma Australian CHUCKIE, THE FLOOR IS YOURSE

V8 Ute Championship.
ItOs amazing the contrasts in the Ute schedule.

From the tight, twisty confines of the Indy circuit, to the wide open
240kph plus main straight of Eastern Creek (and into turn one letOs
not forget) B you couldnOt get a wider chasm of racing style required.

For the Sage Team, the improvement in the last few weeks has been
rapid and broadly noticeable amongst their fans, their supporters
and their rivals alike.

The new donk has them firing on a vastly different level, and now
instead of watching the blue oval bandits disappear in the distance
through a dirty windscreen Chuckie can now give serious chase and
often blaze on by given half a chance.

Eastern Creek would have presented a testy issue for the Sage Boys
b that dirty big main straight would have been quite unbearable for
the old motor, but with the new powerplant Baxter canOt wait to rip
it and grip it come November 25/26.

Indy is one of those events we look forward to each year. The track
is very challenging and very unforgiving but the scenery is spectacular.

It all starts on Thursday morning with Practice, qualifying and racel
all on the first day.

The weather was great but the forecast was rain on Saturday.

THURSDAY PRACTICE

We were the first cabs off the rank at 0840am on a very slippery
track. | was straight into it by the second lap and the car felt fast.
By the end | was the fastest Holden but with 4 Fords quite quick in
front. Due to the stop start nature of the circuit | felt this would
really suit the Fords.

QUALIFYING

Due to a hiccup with tyre pressures | had to return to the pits after

lap 1. The problem was fixed and | set out after a quick time. By this
time the field had spread out and a clear track hard to find. | finished

with 5th again with the top 10 not changing much from practice.

ItOs been quite a year for the Sage Ragers, and thereOs still so muchRACE 1

still to do even though thereOs only the single round remaining.

The first race was very uneventful with all the cars quickly settling
into single file and spreading out over the large circuit. Race 1

Eastern Creek brings itOs own challenges and itOs own bonuses for results again much the same as practice and qualifying with the 4

our boys. lead Fords nearly 2 seconds a lap faster.
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