
Darwin in the middle of winter, the
round we look forward to most.

Fourteen degrees in Adelaide and ten
degrees in Melbourne. Let me see now,

as I remember, Darwin was thirty two
degrees everyday unless the cool change

came in and then it would be thirty one.

Well I arrived in Darwin on the coldest day they
have had for 40 years, only nineteen degrees
and I couldn’t  believe it! Mind you, a lot warmer
than Melbourne where I had just come from.

There are three meetings I picked out at the
beginning of the year that I wanted to win, Clipsal
500 Adelaide, Hidden Valley Darwin and
Queensland Raceway. Well Clipsal was going
well till we melted the engine while dicing for
the lead and finished the round in 24th place
and only 24th in the championship.

So Darwin was my next pick.

FRIDAY PRACTICE 1
With strict instructions from race engineer John
Keen to just use this session to bed in brakes
and road some tyres for qualifying I went out as
slow as I could but was still passing people and
got a little caught up in it. I was second fastest
and the car felt great.

PRACTICE 2
We fitted old tyres from Eastern Creek for this
session and set out on trying some different
lines around the circuit. The car still responded
well on the old tyres and I was looking forward
to the new tyres.  We were third fastest.

SATURDAY  PRACTICE 3
This was basically a warm up session. I went
out fairly hard on the old tyres and was second
fastest by only 8/100th of a second.

QUALIFYING
We lined the car up first on the grid to give us
the best chance at a clean lap. I went out hard
and was setting the car up for a fast lap. I came
onto the straight and could see the rear of the
field ahead of me and caught them by turn one,
effectively ruining my best chance at Pole.
I had to quickly try to position myself for a second
chance at a fast lap. I found a gap and could feel
the tyres were past their best as we had set the
pressures for a fast second lap. I set out for the
second chance and frustrated by the missed
opportunity, missed a gear and locked a brake
but I was quick enough to grab us second spot.

RACE 1
It is always a great feeling to be on the front row
of any race and this was no different. I knew I
had to get in the lead as quick as possible and
get a break while the others fought for position.
I had a plan of how to achieve this and it nearly
worked but Matt Kingsley was a tough fighter
and wasn’t prepared to give the lead away so
easily. I settled into second and pushed him the
whole lap around the track. Down the straight
with a small gap I positioned myself to his right
to fool him into thinking I was happy to settle
into second place. As we hit the brake marker
I dived to the inside and out braked him into the
next corner and claimed the lead. We both pulled
away from the field and held those positions till
the end.




