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With only a matter of days until the high speed, flowing layout of the
Philip Island Grand Prix Circuit round of the 2006 Yokohama Australian
V8 Ute Championship this weekend we thought it was a good time to
take a quick look back at the high temperature, high octane action
from the previous round at Hidden Valley in Darwin.

One thing that we take particular pride in at Sage Racing is our
willingness to go out and get media attention both on and off the track.
To a large extent you can't control what happens ON the track but you
sure can control what impact you have OFF the circuit.

For that reason, we've generally got our hand up before most teams
when it comes to exposure opportunities, and Darwin was no exception.

The Sage Automation racer was involved in several on-camera
opportunities around Darwin, including one memorable set up on the
"no speed limit" section of the highway out of town and a very well
proportioned hitch-hiker who just happened to be in the area.

It made for great Television that's for sure and it ensure that our team
were once again leading the way in terms of possible exposure gained!

Sage Racing have a reputation within the pit paddock for going the
extra yards to ensure TV exposure, and this was another great example
with Chuckie and Andrew Eglinton aboard the #3 Holden as she clocked
an impressive 220kph for the little TV experiment! Now here's Chuckies
take on Darwin.............
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HIDDEN VALLEY - DARWIN

This is the meeting we all look forward to. 32degs in the middle of
winter. It was great to see Mr and Mrs Downs, Rae and Matt and
Graham Miles from TAD with a large group of Clients.

We were requested to be up there a day earlier to be involved in the
pre-race TV footage and as great exposure for sponsors we jumped at
the chance. Only 2 cars turned up for the event so we achieved maximum
exposure.

PRACTICE
We went out with quite old tyres but were still fairly quick straight off.
The car felt good with the few new changes we have made.

QUALIFYING

It was certainly a track that appeared to favour the Fords. We managed
to get a good lap in early with a 4th fastest . There were only 2 Holdens
in the top 10, us and one very suspicious one. (the scrutineers have
taken his engine after the event)

RACE 1

We started from position 4 and we all slotted fairly well into our start
positions. After a few laps the front 3 had pulled a small gap. | knew |
had to keep with them as best | could. | dropped back off the pack but
had also pulled a significant gap on the rest of the pack and that's how
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