
A busier than ever Gary “Chuckie
Baxter is flat out preparing

mentally for this weekend’s round
of the Yokohama Australian V8 Ute

Series, powered by Freightliner, at
Eastern Creek Raceway as the team put

the finishing touches to the Sprint Gas /
Sage Automation Holden in readiness.

 
Baxter has been absolutely snowed under
with his Advanced Driving Instructor business
“Trackskill” and is currently at Phillip Island
Grand Prix circuit putting another group of
corporate racecar hopefuls through their
paces.
 
“At least with the nature of my job,” Baxter
often concedes, “that my work and my racing
are often one and the same thing. When I’m
busy at work it still means that I may be still
in a racecar and on a racetrack and that’s a
big help in preparing mentally and physically
for a race weekend. If I was a plumber or an
electrician I simply couldn’t get the track
time in that I can with Trackskill.”
 
It’s one of the busiest months on the schedule
for Chuckie, and this week is not over yet.
 
“When we finish up at Phillip Island I’m back
to Adelaide for Wednesday where I’m doing
some precision driving of the new Mitsubishi
380 for TV and then Thursday I can start
getting my head around Eastern Creek in
time for Friday.”
 

Baxter brings the Sprint Gas bullet into the
fray this weekend at Eastern Creek Raceway
sitting in seventh.

“My plan was to have led the Championship
coming out of Clipsal but that engine blow
put a stop to that,” Gary muses, “so now it’s
head down and work as hard as we can to
make back the points deficit.”
 
It’s the weekend itself, not the circuit that
has Chuckie fired up for this round.
 
“I have to admit, Eastern Creek isn’t my
favourite circuit on the schedule because it
requires the racecar set up to be absolutely
perfect for you to be in with a chance. It’s a
hard track to pass on too. A great many things
have to be in harmony to get a win there, but
I love the weekend itself and running with the
V8 Supercars. The Eastern Creek weekend
is a great spectacle for V8 Ute racing as a
whole.”
 
Last year, despite his openly not enjoying the
place, Gary drove to a podium position in the
Sage Holden at Eastern Creek, and this
weekend his ambition is exactly the same.
 
“We’ll attack the place the same way we
do every other place. We’re out there to get
the Sprint Gas / Sage Automation Holden
up the front.”




