
CLIPSAL 500
We had a lot of work to be done before the clipsal 500 after the car
getting back late from NZ. First to K&A Engineering to establish
why the car was 16mm shorter on one side and get the chassis
setup, fit the new suspension package for this year. Then to Glenelg
Crash to tidy up the panel work. Jeff and his crew did a great job,
the car looked too good to race.

With 8 new BF Fords in for this round they would be watching us to
compare the parity between them and the Holdens. I wanted to be
careful not to be too fast in the practice sessions. Rather than drive
slower we ran really old tyres. For both  the practice sessions we
sat at the back of the top 10.

QUALIFYING
I set the car up for a fast 2nd lap much the same as I did last year
to get pole position. New brakes and new tyres. I went out last as
I normally do and did a gentle warm up lap and then into it. The
tyres came on pretty quickly but the rear brakes weren't up to
temperature quick enough and I struggled to stop for most of the
corners. At that stage we were 6th fastest. I wasn't able to get a
faster lap as the traffic was heavy with cars everywhere, I had slipped
back to 9th by the end of the session.

RACE 1
I started 9th and within 1 lap I was up to 6th and catching the lead
pack. As I hit the chicane on the start of lap 2, there was a clunk
from the front and the steering felt loose. As I continued up Wakefield

Street I was sure I had a flat tyre. I reduced speed and turned into
East Tce. not sure what would happen. It turned ok and then for the
left hander, it also turned ok, so I knew the tyres werenÕt flat. I
continued on assuming something had let go on the steering. I
turned onto Bartels Rd and accelerated up to around 180kph with
the car weaving from side to side. The scary part was approaching
turn 8 at 180kph not knowing if the car would turn when I got there.
Apart from the steering feeling vague it made it around ok. By this
time I had dropped back to 13th. I continued on staying away from
curbs and managed to finish in 13th place. I guess not bad as I was
going to come in to the pits on lap 2.

RACE 2
Due to finishing 13th I missed out on the top 10 reverse grid. So
from 13th I fought my way through to 9th, The Adelaide circuit is
really hard to pass on, as any mistake is usually a big one.

RACE 3
The Sage box was full and given that this race last year I didnÕt
complete 1 lap, I was determined to at least finish, I started from
9th and worked my way up to 6th. It was not the finish I had hoped
for but knowing that if we had finished last year as we did this year
we would have won the Championship. I was happy and sad.The car
was so fast in New Zealand and I had expected a better result in
the opening race of the 2006 season.

Watch Out......Cheers Chuckie
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