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CHUCKIE SQUEEZES IN
CAMEO PERTH PERFORMANCE

We often tell you how busy Gary
"Chuckie" Baxter's schedule is right?
So the last thing you'd expect us to tell
you is that the affable Chuckster has
somehow managed to squeeze another race
into his timetable - in PERTH of all places!

Our hero recently competed in an Historic
Touring Car round to coincide with the V8
Supercar event at Barbagallo Raceway and
as you're about to read the results were
hilarious! And, probably not surprisingly, the
adaptable Baxter did one hell of a job.

To provide a little entertainment and exposure
for our Perth sponsors | embarked a on plan
to get a drive at the biggest race meeting in
WA, the V8 Supercar round at Wanneroo.

I managed to buy a drive in the Touring Car
Masters driving a 1973 XY GTHO 351 V8. This
would only be the second time | have raced a
Ford and the old girl wasn't going let me have
an easy weekend.
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We contacted our sponsors that had offices
in Perth and provided passes for them to use
over the weekend.

In this catergory sponsor signage is limited
to the front guards only but as it is the only
signage on the car it stands out quite well.

We reversed the car into the garage so the

signage was clearly visible to the hundreds
of people cruzing past.

There were many questions asked about LPG
and sprintgas also some of TAD's clients had
passed by.

This beast had 550 horsepower, no grip and
no brakes quite the opposite to the ute that
has reasonble grip, excellent brakes and no
horsepower.

Practice was simple | just went out as fast as
I could until it ran out of brakes.

In qualifying | was circulating quite well until
approaching the braking point at the back
straight a liquid was spewing from the corner
of the bonnett.
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| realized it was oil when the car went completely
sideways at the end and the 2 foot flames were coming
through every gap at the front. | continued into the pits
as that was the nearest fire extinguisher. My crew
member Mitch was trying to drag me front the car, out
the window | think! | suggested that the fuel tank is at
the other end and it was best | turn off the fuel pump
and engine before | go. The fire had burned itself out as
the fire marshals arrived, really doing little damage.

| qualified 12th out of 17 but considering the car | was
happy with that.

RACE 1 was quite uneventful, | fell into a spot with cars
behind and cars in front but no one to play with.

RACE 2 | went a little harder and had a bit of fun trying
to hang onto the pack in front till the brakes gave up all
together. Now that got my attention trying to stop at the
end of the straight. After some tricky gear changes |
managed to get around for the cool down lap and had
to use the rubbish bin to stop in the pits.

RACE 3 and Mitch had just about changed every
component on the brakes. This was almost like aute
race with car spinning off, crashing into each other and
blowing engines. | just sat back and after starting 17th
| ended up 10th. | finished 10 th for the round which
really surprised a few people.
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So there you go, straight from the uumm, horses mouth.
They say when you want something done, ask the busiest
person you know - and Gary Baxter fits that mould
perfectly.

Racer, stuntman, sports coach, hushand, dad, family
man and interstate man of mystery!
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