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AGP - MELBOURNE

The weather was nice in Melbourne when we arrived but the threat
of rain was forecast. Kris and | towed the car over to Melbourne
with only one day break from the Clipsal round. We stayed the night
at Stawell and had dinner with Tom and Carol from CKS on the
Tuesday night. There seemed to be a bit of a problem in Stawell at
the time because everywhere we went they wouldnOt accept our
money. Thanks to Tom and Carol for their hospitality.

THURSDAY
Thursday was a big day !
Practice, Qualifying and Race 1 all in one day

PRACTICE

We were the first cars out for the weekend so the track was pretty
slippery. We fitted some old tyres from last year and were sitting
around 7th fastest. The biggest concern was that cars were passing
me down the straights which | am not used to. | finished 9th fastest
for the session but knew | was in trouble with a lack of power. Car
racing sure is frustrating, Fastest car in NZ, second fastest lap time
at Clipsal and now way down on power without touching anything

QUALIFYING

| set the car up once again for a fast second lap. This is a long circuit
almost twice as long as what we are used to. Chances were that a
too fast opening lap could already get too much heat into the tyres
before starting a fast qualifying lap. There were a few other drivers
that had thought about this as well and hung back letting most of

the field disappear. | set up for the second lap running very wide
coming onto the start / finish straight, the car felt good and | was
happy with the way the car was handling. | came in at 9th fastest
and couldnOt believe it | thought it was a good lap. | then had to pit
to let some air out from the tyres as the pressure we run for qualifying
is only good for one lap otherwise we will overheat the tyres. | had
to settle for 9th.

RACE 1

| started from 9th and made up a couple of positions to finish 7th
but it was obvious there were some fast cars out there. This track
certainly seemed to favour the new Fords.

RACE 2

Due to the top ten being reversed for the top 10 in race 2, (a lot
better idea than last year) | started 4th. | got a good start but was
held up by Damien White who struggled off the line. | had lost 2
spots as 2 cars passed us, both down the outside into turn 1. | felt
| was driving as well as | have ever but the lead cars were just pulling
away. | finished in 7th with the car still all in once piece. The
scrutineers decided to check if the top ten had the correct spark
plugs fitted. A waste of time considering the 2 Perth cars were 3
seconds a lap faster than everyone else.

On inspection of our spark plugs we had the correct part number
but the gap was incorrect. The rules stated that the correct spark
plus should have had a gap of 1.5 mm and that ours had a gap of
1.3mm. and although the spark plug gap is free we were disqualified
from the results of race 2.
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